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Background: In early stage breast cancer, multi-gene expression profile testing may help to predict the
risk of recurrent disease. In several Canadian provinces, Oncotype DxR testing is funded for eligible
patients. However, previous research suggests that patients have difficulty understanding risk
information from such tests. Patients may turn to their family physicians for information about testing
and treatment options. Yet little is known about the role of family physicians in supporting patients in
understanding these test results and assisting patients with treatment decision making.
Research Objectives: This pilot study explored medical oncologists’ views on family physicians’ role in
multi-gene expression profile testing related to breast cancer.
Methods: Study participants were 12 medical oncologists in active clinical practice in Ontario, Canada.
Purposive sampling was used to identify a diverse sample of oncologists (sex, years in practice, type and
location of practice). Semi-structured personal interviews were conducted. Coding and analysis were
completed by two researchers independently.
Results: A preliminary analysis suggests that medical oncologists perceive that family physicians play an
important role in providing support to breast cancer patients undergoing adjuvant treatment. Their
opinions diverge regarding family physicians’ role in multi-gene expression profile testing. Some
oncologists perceive that family physicians do not have sufficient training in the use of specialized tests.
They prefer that medical oncologists provide all explanations about test rationale and results. Other
oncologists welcome a greater role for family physicians in reinforcing the implications of testing
regarding adjuvant chemotherapy and supporting the conversations and decisions that oncologists have
with women.
Impact: Information from this study will identify potential roles for family physicians related to multigene expression profile testing from the perspectives of medical oncologists. The next step is to
understand the views of family physicians in this area and identify training needs and resources.

